
 
TOWN OF TAGHKANIC  

ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 
January 28, 2019 

 
 

Members present:  Joyce Thompson, Chair; Linda Swartz, Co-Chair and Secretary; Members: Kathy Bainer, Elizabeth 
O’Donnell, Donn Critchell, Moisha Blechman, John Roberts 
Excused:  Al Huehnel 
Absent:    ZC Counsultant Ted Fink 
 
This meeting (rescheduled from January 21) was called to order at 5:10 by Joyce Thompson.   
  
Approval of Minutes: 
Review and approval of the Minutes of January 7, 2019 is tabled until the next meeting. 
 
Miscellaneous: 
John found out that current Ag District Maps are the same as those which are shown in the GIS program that we have 
been using.  John provided everyone with a printout of the map. 
 
Linda said that the fields on both the north and south sides of Route 82 in Livingston (just west of Taghkanic) are for sale.  
Donn will find out what the zoning is for that area and what is allowed in terms of development.  How those properties 
might be developed could have an impact on Taghkanic.   
 
Section 80 (Version 10) Review: 
80-A. Intent and Purposes, introductory paragraph:  Change start of sentence to read as follows:  “Special Uses have the 
potential to adversely affect the neighborhood and community . . .”.    The term “Special Uses” appears frequently in the 
zoning code and requires a definition.  The change made to this first sentence in 80-A could be used for that definition.  
   
In the second paragraph: 

 Insert a hyperlink for Section 274-b of the Town Law. 
 Move the last sentence of this paragraph (beginning with “In accordance with the “District Schedule of Use 

Regulations”. . .” to the second sentence position.  Also, insert “Section 40-B” following “District Schedule of Use 
Regulations”. 

 
In the third paragraph: 

 Second sentence:  add “and the Town’s Comprehensive Plan” after “. . . is in harmony with the Zoning Law. . .” 
 At the end of this paragraph, delete “Such regulations are designed to:” and delete the numbered items (1-5) 

which follow it.  
 
80-B.1.  The flowchart should reflect the steps shown in the second half of this paragraph (beginning with “In the event 
the Code Enforcement Officer finds that the application does not comply. . .”). 
80-B.1.a. “A preliminary Site Plan which demonstrates the overall site layout and dimensions, building locations . . .”   
80-B.1.c.  Reference to 100-K is incorrect; should be 100-R. 
 
80-B.2. First paragraph, first sentence: change “Special Permit” to “Special Use Permit”.  Change the third sentence to: 
“The Planning Board shall provide a sample notice of said hearing to the applicant. . .”  Remove “and at which hearing he 
or she shall appear in person or by agent.” from this paragraph and make it a new item “i” at the end. 
80-B.2.b. “By posting the Notice at least fifteen (15) days prior . . .”  At the end of items (1), (2), and (3), state who has 
responsibility for the task: (1) and (2) are done by the Town Clerk, (3) is done by the applicant. 
80-B.2.c.  Divide first sentence into two shorter sentences: End first sentence with “involved in such application.” Rewrite 
the next sentence as follows: “Additional distance may be deemed advisable by the Planning Board or required by State 
Law. 
80-B.2.e. What happens if the land is no longer in an Ag District?  John will find out the process for getting a property 
included in an Ag District. 
80-B.2.g.  Change “such” to “they” 
Add new item 80-B.2.i. as noted above under 80-B.2. 
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In order to avoid confusion, there should be a note under the general rules for the code, stating that all references to 
“days” means “calendar days” unless otherwise indicated. 
 
80-B.4.  Hyperlink for Sections 239(l) and 239(m) of the General Municipal Law.  What happens if the Planning Board does 
not file a report of the final action with the County Planning Board within the 30 days as stated at the end of this 
paragraph?  Is there any consequence? 
 
80-B.5.  Change “may” to “shall” in the first sentence.  This regulation is a little unclear.  ZC will address it with Ted.   
 
80-B.7.  Reference to Section 100-K is incorrect; change to 100-R. 
 
80-B.8.e.  First sentence: change “cease” to “becomes inactive”.  For the purpose of consistency, change “one (1) year” to 
“365 days”.  List of reasons for expiration of permit should be re-ordered and numerically listed.  Elizabeth asked if a 
permit should expire with the sale of the property.  Kara Desiderio (public audience), who recently obtained a Special Use 
Permit in order to start a kennel business, pointed out that it would cause a significant problem and loss of value if the 
permit did not transfer to the buyer were she to sell her legally existing business.  The ZC wonder about the legal issues 
and what currently exists under State Law.   How would a buyer find out about the limitations imposed by a Special Use 
Permit?  Are the requirements of the Special Use Permit attached to the Certificate of Occupancy (and do those 
requirements remain on the CO)?  Kara said that the seller would have a legal requirement to disclose all such information 
to a buyer.  Code needs to be clear that expiration is automatic and revocation requires a Board action. 
 
80-B.9. Again addresses expiration of Special Use Permit.  Should be worked into 80-B.8.e. (also change 12 months to 365 
days for consistency. 
 
89-C.  In second line, delete “Permit” from “Special Permit Uses” 
 
The information in this section should be provided to an applicant in their packet.  Application for a Special Use Permit 
should make it clear that there are general requirements, supplemental requirements, and Special Use Requirements.   
 
 
Things to address with Ted: 

 Is the flowchart still a part of Section 80? 

 Set up a calendar - milestone dates 

 Define “expedited site plan review”.  Is this explained in Section 90? 

 Define “Special Uses” 

 Why does “Subdivision Regulations” appear in 80-B.1.?  Relevence?  Ask Ted.   

 80-B.5 needs clarification 

 Issues as stated above under 80-B.8.e. 
 
Next Meeting: 
The next ZC meeting is scheduled for February 4, 2019.  (Al will not be in attendance.)  Review of Section 80 will continue, 
beginning on Page 7.  Also, the ZC will think about a date for a Saturday workshop.   
 
 
Motion to adjourn:  Donn Critchell     Seconded by: Moisha Blechman   

Ayes:  5 (Critchell, Blechman, Bainer, O’Donnell, Roberts)  Nays:  0  Abstained: 0 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:03 p.m. 
 
 
Public Audience:   Susan Raymond, Nadja Palenzuela, Kara Desiderio 
 
Minutes Prepared by:  Linda Swartz 


